EPISODES   OF   THE   GREAT   WAR        [1914

Orange Free State alone where De Wet was at work
had the revolt assumed any serious proportions.

De Wet had only a month of freedom, but he made
good use of it so far as concerned the distance
covered. Ten years before he would have made a
very different fight among those flats and kopjes
of the Northern Free State. But now the stars in
their courses fought against him. His own country-
men gave information to the Government, and
grudged ammunition and stores to the good cause.
Once he had had fine sport in that district, slipping
through blockhouse lines and eluding the clumsy
British columns, but now he found himself being
constantly brought up against that accursed thing,
modern science. What was he to do when his pur-
suers took to motor cars which covered twenty miles
where the British mounted infantry used to cover
five ? The times were out of joint for De Wet,
and so he went sjamboking and commandeering
through the land, perpetually losing his temper,
and delivering bitter philippics against these latter
days.

By this time Botha, having all but cleared the
Transvaal, was on his way south, and on the llth
came in touch with De Wet at Marquard, about
twenty miles east of Winburg. De Wet was com-
pletely defeated. Botha took 282 prisoners, re-
leased most of the loyalists taken by the rebels, and
captured a large quantity of transport. De Wet
at first fled south, but presently doubled back, and
on the 16th was at Virginia, on the main line, aiming
at a junction with Beyers, who was in the Hoopstad
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